The number of deaths in infants from diarrhoeal and enteric diseases still remains at the low level there being only 14 for the five weeks ending 30th October compared with 58 for the same period of last year. Consequently deaths from all causes in the first year of life numbered 85, exactly half the figure for last year. The general death rate of the population as a whole from all causes is also low especially for this time of the year, 11.7 compared with 10.5. The birth rate is being maintained at the lower level ; in October it was 20.6 against 22.9 for the same period in 1947.
There is a considerable increase in the cases of scarlet fever, the average weekly number being over 80 compared with 45 during September. This is the usual seasonal rise, for the numbers occurring weekly a year ago were almost the same. There has also been a seasonal rise in cases of diphtheria which numbered 119 compared with 157 a year ago, and there were 3 deaths. There were two notifications of cases of poliomyelitis ; last year the number was 51.
The trend of pneumonia continues favourably although the number of cases during the period to 30tli October, 457, is 50 per cent more than in the previous month ; the figure for the corresponding period last year was (510. Deaths are also fewer, 35 
